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XYY chromosome constitution, for example. It ends with a fine summary and
discussion of the ethical considerations in newborn screening for chromosome
abnormalities, written by the well-known cytogeneticist John Hammerton. This book
should be added to the shelf of every clinical geneticist and will in addition be of
interest to pediatricians, child developmentalists, and child psychiatrists and psychol-
ogists.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments of Human Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
UNDERSTANDING GENETICS. By Norman V. Rothwell. New York, Oxford University
Press, 1979. 682 pp. $18.95.
This textbook of genetics appears to have been designed for an undergraduate
course in general genetics. It is divided into 21 chapters, includes a glossary, review
questions at the end of each chapter, answers to the questions at the end ofthe book,
and a fairly lengthy index. The book maintains an historical approach throughout,
which is refreshing and interesting. The approach is classical rather than molecular in
most of the chapters. However, there are three chapters that concern themselves with
the molecular biology of the gene.
Although the book contains some human information, it can not be considered a
textbook of human or medical genetics. It does, however, contain enough human
information that it might serve as a useful reference text for medical students as well
as undergraduate students. The illustrations are clear, with both line drawings and
photographs. Such a broad textbook must of necessity be superficial in some areas,
and this is the case in such discussions as X-linkage, the Lyon hypothesis, and
chromosome mapping. However, modern questions such as cloning and recombinant
DNA are discussed. The end of each chapter contains a short list ofreferences to the
original literature.
In summary, the book can be recommended for undergraduates taking a course in
basic general genetics and as a reference textbook in general genetics for medical
students.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
UNTIL WE ARE 6: TOWARD THE ACTUALIZATION OF OUR CHILDREN'S HUMAN
POTENTIAL. By Gary E. Stollak. Huntington, New York, Robert E. Krieger Publish-
ing Co., 1978. 176 pp. $6.50 (paperbound).
This small book (176 pages) is apparently intended for reading by parents who may
seek help in understanding child development and in approaching child rearing.
Although in the beginning it appears that Professor Stollak is writing a book that will
help parents to understand their children and to care for them in a sympathetic and
supportive fashion, the book quickly deteriorates, in this reviewer's opinion. Begin-
ning with a chapterentitled "Characteristics ofthe Ideal Adult," it becomes more and
more presumptive as the pages continue. Although using the important concepts of
Maslow and others about the needs of psychological safety and incorporating the
helpful ideas of human potentialists such as Carl Rodgers, about the importance of170 BOOK REVIEWS
interpersonal interactions, it completely ignores the work of Piaget and other
important child developmentalists in terms of the developmental stages and learning
abilities ofthe child. It seems very cold and impersonal in its approach as it insistently
refers to care-givers rather than fathers and mothers. It is ponderous in its language,
such as "relationships between care-giver characteristics and environmental vari-
ables." Ifit is to serve as a source book to parents, parents will find it difficult to wade
through the suggestions to find a kernel of help. A suggestion of conversations with
toddlers are laughable in their complexity and overbearing qualities. Perhaps the
biggest tragedy is the lack ofanyfeeling oflove, affection, humor, or playfulness that
must always go into any kind of interactions with children. This is adult to small
adult, not adult to playful, happy, and lovable child. There are very few good things
to say about this book.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
WILLIAM HARVEY AND His AGE: THE PROFESSIONAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXT OF THE
DISCOVERY OF CIRCULATION (The Henry E. Sigerist Supplements to the Bulletin of
the History of Medicine, N.S.,2). Edited by Jerome J. Bylebyl. Baltimore, Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1979. 154 pp. $12.50.
The three essays in this book were first presented as part ofa Harvey anniversary
symposium at the 1978 annual meeting ofthe American Association ofthe History of
Medicine. Their common thread is "the interaction between Harvey's scientific
achievement and his professional identity as a practicing physician."
The endeavor to show how Harvey became the model "physician-anatomist" in
seventeenth century England links the essays by Webster and Frank. Charles
Webster, a Reader in the History of Medicine at Oxford, expertly illustrates the
background from which Harvey emerged as a physician in his essay, "William
Harvey and the Crisis of Medicine." The rapid growth of the city of London at the
beginning of the seventeenth century created public health problems that over-
whelmed the corporate body of London physicians. Besides these medical problems,
London's College of Physicians, of which Harvey was an active member, were
constantly defending their professional monopolies against "empirics, quacks, and
mountebanks," and the new forms of therapy, notably Paracelsian or van Helmon-
tian iatrochemistry. Webster also presents what is best termed the "metaphysical"
tone of Jacobean London. The prevalence of Neoplatonism, argues Webster,
disposed scientific investigators to analogical reasoningand a general, ifvague, belief
in the circularity of natural processes.
In "The Image of Harvey in Commonwealth and Restoration England," Robert J.
Frank, Medical History Division, UCLA, wonders if the discovery of circulation
alone accounts for Harvey's fame. There are many allusions to Harvey or to
circulation in the poetry of the period, but another reason is suggested. Perhaps what
has most contributed to the endurance of Harvey's image was his endowment to his
College of Physicians for the annual Harvey Oration. The early bearers ofthis honor
used the opportunity to lavish praise on their benefactor, and these Orations provide
much of the material of the Harvey "myth."
The most notable contribution to this book is from Jerome Bylebyl, the Johns
Hopkins Institute for the History of Medicine. His "The Medical Side of Harvey's